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REMARKS 

This is in response to the Office Action that was mailed on November 6, 2006. Claims 
20, 21, 23-26, 28-41, 43-45, 47-50, 61, and 62 are cancelled, without prejudice. Claim 1 is 
reworded in order to more particularly point out Applicants' invention. No new matter is 
introduced into the application by this Amendment. With this Amendment, claims 1 , 2, 4-7, 9- 
16, 18, 19, and 57-60 remain pending in the application. 

THE INVENTION. Conventional "litter box" technology - including the Michael 
reference (US 5,468,450) - fails to provide a satisfactory direct and efficient testing system for 
detecting occult blood in animal excreta. Specification, pages 1-2. A primary object of the 
present invention is to provide a diagnostic tool for detecting blood in animal excreta that utilizes 
beads having a size and shape similar to that of the cat litter product. Specification, page 2. 

This new technology allows for the immediate and direct detection of blood in animal 
excreta without any uncertainty about the reliability of the results. The detection composition 
used in the diagnostic beads ensures against false positive results and against color migration. 
Moreover, the diagnostic beads are homogeneously distributed throughout the cat litter, to 
ensure that each time the pet eliminates in the litter, excreta contacts the diagnostic beads. 

As pointed out on page 3 of the specification, in the context of the present invention, the 
terminology "diagnostic beads" refers to small granule-like particles, having a diameter of 2-5 
mm, that are either coated or impregnated with a detection composition for detecting blood in cat 
excreta. The terminology "particulate material" herein refers to the particles or granules from 
which the diagnostic beads are produced. These may include wood-based beads, coated wood- 
based beads, "eco-granules" (a wooden based-product currently used in some cat litters, 
produced by Cycle Group, Inc.), silica gel particles, clay beads, or any other suitable organic or 
inorganic particle. 

RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT. In response to the outstanding requirement for 
restriction, Applicants elect - without traverse - the invention identified by the Examiner as 
Group I. Applicants have accordingly cancelled claims 20, 21, 23-26, 28-41, 43-45, 47-50, 61, 
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and 62, which were drawn to the non-elected invention. Prompt and favorable action on the 
merits of claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9-16, 18, 19, and 57-60 is earnestly solicited. 

CONTACT. The Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Richard Gallagher (Reg. 
No. 28,781) at (703) 205-8008 with any questions concerning this application. 

Dated: December 6, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 

^Paul C. Lewis / 
Registration No.: 43,368 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 

81 10 Gatehouse Road 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 

(703) 205-8000 

Attorney for Applicant 
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